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(1) 


The Caſe of Compulſion in matters of 
Religion ſtated. 


LL Perſecution riſes out of an impatience of 


Spirit, which makes a man leſs able to bear 
ContradiCtion ; there is a Tyranny in moſt 
mens nature, which makes them defire to ſub- 
due all others by the ſtrength of their underſtandings, 
and ſuch men have an implacable hatred to all that do 
not render themſelves to their Reaſons, and think thar 
they are affronted when other men refuſe to fubmit to 
them ; ſo that he who would ſtrike at Perſecution in its 
root muſt begin here, and endeavour to ſoften men,eſpe- 
cially toward thoſe who differ from them in matters of 
' Religion. This imperious temper, when it works upon 
Subjects of Religion, finds ſomewhar to raiſe its ſpleen, 
that was of it ſelf impetuous enough before, and that 
which is called Fury and Rage, when it is imployed in 
other Diſputes, comes to be called Zeal when it 1s turn- 
ed toward the Theories that relate to another world. 
But when we conſider what a ſublime thing Divine 
Truth is, and what a poor low thing the min of man 
is, we ſhall ſee cauſe to blunt alittle the edge of our 
Spirits if they are too ſharp in ſuch matters. Man is much 
governed by Fancy, and Fancy follows the Texture of 
the Animal Spirits, which renders many more capable of 
apprehending Objects that are ſome way proportioned to 
them, and more diſpoſed to follow them ; So that Tem- 
per prepares men for ſome Opinions, and prepoſleſſes 
chem againſt others, 
With the greater part of mankind Education is fo 
powerful, that they are ſcarce ever able to overcome it 
and 


- 
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require a very extraordinary elevation to refoue- a man 
frum that force, Men likewiſe receive with their impref- 
fions of Religion ſuch a refpeCt tor them as makes them 
look on every thought that calls chem in- queſtion as 
criminal;and when Perions are bred up to diſquiet them- 
ſelves with ſcruples, if they have fo much as made a 
doubt of their Religion, it 1s nor bard to ſee them adhere 
ſo firmly to the Principles of their Education;which ſtick 
ſo faſt to the wort fort of! men,that even' Atheiſts them 
ſelves,after all the pains they rake to get rid of them,can- 
not ſhake them off ſo entirely, but that they will be apt 


fo return oft upon them. Men that think much, and - 


that reaſon well, that are freed from the byaſs that Inte- 
reſt, Honour, Kindred, and Cuſtom do give them, and 
that have leifure ro examine matters caretully, may in- 
deed pet above all theſe; Yet there are ſo tew that can 
do thys,and there are yet ſo much fewer that wall do it, 
that it is rather a wonder to ſee ſo many change their 
Perſuaſions, than to ſee fo few do it. And indeed it 1s fo 
ſublime a Theory to think on God, and his Atrributes, 
and Works,or to think of another ſtate, and of the way 
that leads to it,char cill God furniſhes out anew Miſlien 
of Apoſtl:s with a Mcaſure of thoſe Extraordinary Gitrs 
which he poured out on the Great Pentecoft, 1t 15 not 
eaſie to imagine how the Conver(jon of Heathen Nations 
ſhould be made, for though the 1doiatry,of ſome of theſe 
is extreme groſs, yet their Prieſts have ſuch ſymbolical 
ſignifications for all theſe Rites, that chey do much &i- 
mniſh the horror which is raiſed by the firſt tight of 
them in the minds of ſtrangers : And ſince the chit 
grounds upon which we prove the Chriſtian Religion 
are taken from the Prophecies of the Old Teſtzment,und 
their Accompliſhmene in the New ;' from the evitience 
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and if Education and Temper have hit together, it will * 
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." (ay 
That was'given concerning the Mifacles, the Death, and 
the ReſurreCtion of Chrift, which we confirm from the 
Collateral Proofs of the ſtate of that time, of the Wri- 
tings of the Enemies of this Religion, and of that ſuc- 
ceflion of Authors,that in all Ages which have paſt ſince, 
1zve mentioned thoſe matters, and cited the Books 
- v/hich we hold Divine. 
Ail this is ſo evident to thoſe who can make the en- 

uiry, that it is ſtrange to find how any one can with- 
ſand it; but to Barbarians wha know nothing of it, 
and who have no way of informing themſelves con- 
ccrning it, all rhis can ſignify nothing, ſo that in or- 
der to the convincing of their underſtandings, for I do 
not treat of Gods ſecret Methods in touching their Con- 
ſciences, I do not ſee how we ſhould expect that they 
ſhould yield eaſily, unleſs there were a new Power of 
working Miracles conferred on thoſe who labour in this 
work. 

But to return from this digrefſion, a man is ſcarce the 
Maſter of his own thoughts : Habit, Conſtitution, and 
other things do ſo concur, tat he cannot open his eyes 
to new Objects, nor fee them in a new Lighr,other than 
that in which he has been accuſtomed to view them, and 
a Man can no more change his netions of things, becauſe 
a ſet of new Opinions would accommodate him better, 
than he can change the reliſh that his ſenſes, his ear or 
his tafte have in their Objedts ; A Man may prevaricate, 
but {til he thinks as he thinks, and cannot think others» 
wiſe becauſe he would have himſelf do lo, 

But if a Man is not the Maſter of his own mind, 
much leſs is any other Man the Maſter of ir, No man 
has that ſuperiority over any other mans Reaſon as to ex- 
pet that it ſhould always accommodare ir ſelf ro his ; 
and the ſevereſt exerciſe of T'yranny muſt ſtill leave the 
thoughts 
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(4) 
thoughts at liberty; the forcing of a manto ſay or do 
otherwiſe than he thinks, by threatnings, the execution 
of which is above his force coendure, is only the deli- 
vering over ſuch a Perſon to the rack of his own Can- 
ſcience here, and to all thoſe miſeries hereafter, which 
mult be the portion of Hypocrites, and of Diſſemblers 
with God or Man, 

Nor is there ſuch infallible diſtinction in one mans 
nature from another,that the one is more likely to be in 
the right than another ; fince therefore among all thoſe 
that differ, ſome muſt be in the 2yrong, thoſe that have 
the power in their hands may poſſibly be of the wrong 
fide, and inthat caſe all their ſeverity is rurned ayainſt 
the Truth, and thoſe who believe it, And fince God 
makes the Sun to ſhine, and the Rain to fall on the juſt 
as well ason the unjuſt, G:deons reaſoning may be ap- 
plied to this matter, If Baal is as God let him plead for 
himſelf; And the force of Gamaliels Argument that, 
If it us of men it will come to nought ; and if it is of God 
we muſt not fight againſt htm ; As itfilenced an Aﬀſem- 
bly of very herce Perſecutors, fo it isfull as ſtrong now 
as it was then ; For Reaſon is Eternal, and changerh nar, 

It ſeems alſo plain that thoſe ACtions which concern 
humane Society belong indeed to the Authority of the 
Magiſtrate; but that our Thoughts, with relation to 
God, and ſuch ations as ariſe our of thoſe *Fhoughts, 
and in which' others have no interef}, are Gods imme- 
diate Province, +atid can belong to no other Juriſditi» 
on; God only knows our Thoughts, as he alone can 
change them; fo thar a Magiſtrate by encroaching up- 
on them, breaks in upon Gods Propriety, and upon that 
Effential Right of Humane Nature of worſhipping God 
according to our Conviction, which is in us Antecedgpt 
to all Humane Government. & can never be ſubject to it, 
A 3 I ut 
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But if the general Theories from the nature of man 
give a very favourable view of what is now advanced, 
the Characters of the Chriſtian Religion, and the ma- 
ny expreſs Texts that are in it ſhould determine this 
matter more polit:vely. "The Religion revealed by Mo- 

ſes conliſted in Temporal promiſes, an earthly Canaan, 

and all the bleflings of this life ; ſo that fince the Jews 
had all theſe things by vertue ot that Covenant, it was 
very reaſoriable that a Vioiation of that Law ſhould in- 
fer a forfeiture ot all thule Rights. that the Jews held by 
vertue of it ; and therefore it -was as-juſt, that a Jew 
ſhould have been put to death tor the Violation of thoſe 
Laws, as it is}2wful for us to pur a man to death thar 
Coins or Clips Money. Yet as tor opinions the caſe was 
Giftercat even awong, the Jews 3 and theref.ce rhough 
the Deftrines of the Saguaces truck at the 1 oundations 
of ail Religion, the Phariſces when they lad the upper- 
hand never carried the matter fo tar © t@ proceed to ex- 
tremitices againſt them, 

Bur what ſeveritics ſoever might have agreed with 
the Moſaical Diſpenſation,they ſeem to be al] out of doors 
unger the Chriſtian Religion, which gives us no earth» 
ly Canaan, no 'Vemporal Bleflings, nor the Rules for 
Civil Society. But having found the world in the Poſ- 
ſc{lion of their Temporai Rights, it only came to ſuper- 
add to thoſe the DuEtrines and Rules of a Divine Diſ- 
cipline, upon which the happineſs or,mileries of another 
ſtate do depend. Now, it ſeems to be an,unconteſted Rule 
in Juſtice, that in whatſoever Society one is engaged, the 
Violation. of the Laws of that Society can only infer a 
forfeiture of all that one had or might have expected by 
Vertye of it; but this cannot be carried fo far as ro make 
one forfeit all that he holds by Vertue of any other Socie- 
ty to which he belongs ; and therefore fince we hold our 
} | Temporal 
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Temporal Eſtates and Liberties not by vertue of our 
Chriſtianity, but as we are the Members of the State or 
Ringdom to which we belong,our doing any thing that 
is only contrary to our Religion may well make us for- 
feit all that belongs to us by vertue of our oF mes 
venant ; but this ought not to be carried fo far as to'cur 
off thoſe Rights that we have Antecedent to our Chrilti- 
anity, as we are Men, and the Subjects of a Civil Go- 
wernment.Our Saviour confirmed all rhis by ſaying, That 
His Kingdom: was not of this world, That be came not 
to deſtroy but to ſave ;and by giving this Rule of Juſtice, 
of doing to others thar which we would have others do 
to us ; which would ſoon let all Perſecutors fee how dif- 
tereatly, they aft toit ; but above all, our Saviour has 
made the DoCtrines of Meekneſs and Charity ſuch main 
Ingredients in his Goſpel, that he has made them the 
Charaters by which his Diſciples may be every where 
known; and this Spirit of Love is fo diffuſed through 
the whole Writings of the New Teſtament, that how 
hard ſoever it may be to underſtand ſome of the other 
paſlages that are in them, yet there is no ambiguity atall 
in thoſe that ſet this forth; we are not only reſtrained 
from ruining thoſe who differ from us, but ws are re- 
quired to love them, to bear with them, and to deal 
with them in the Spirx of Meekneſs, 

There are fome of the Epiſtles that do not mention - 
ſeveral of the Duties incumbent on Chriſtians, yet there 
is not one, how ſhort ſoever, in which this of Lowe is not 
propoſed in terms that are both ſtrong and tender; and 
while the Church of Corinth was almoſt rent aſunder by 
a variety of Opiniqns, and by the different Parties that 
followed the ſeveral Teachers that had been among them, 
St. Paul does not enter much into the grounds of their | 
diſputes, but recommends Love and Charity to them, in 
SE terms 
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terms that ſhew how much he himſelf was inflamed while 
he writ them; and he is Carried into all the raptures of 
a Divine Eloquence that ſo tranſporting a ſubje& could 
inſpire. 

ol bs 5 Fohn lived fo long as to ce a great deal of the firſt 
fervor of the Chriſtian Religion ſlacken ; but when he 
writ to revive that Spirir, the Argument upon which he 
&wells chiefly, is, to perfuade all to love one another,und 
he does that in the ſofteſt and molt melting language 
that can be imagined. The controverſie concerning the 
Odligation that lay on the Gentiles for obeying the Mo- 
faical Law was judged by the Apoſtles againſt the Ju- 
daizers, and the Inferences that depended on that contro- 
verſe were ſuch,that Sr. Paul ſays,they went fo far as to 
make void the Death of Chriſt z yet the ſame Apoſtle 1s 
gentle to thoſe that without ſeeing the exrent of thoſe 
conſequences were Carried away by thoſe Judaizers ; fo 
that he acknowledges that in their obſerving them from 
a good motive they were acceptable to God, and that as 
the Kingdom of God,or the Goſpel,conlilted nor in thoſe 
{crupulous diftinCtions of Meats and of Drinks, but in 
righreouſnels, peace and joy in the Holy Gholt ; fo he 
adds, rhat every man was to endeavour to be fully per- 
ſuaded in his own mind, and was not to judge his Bro- 
ther in {uch matters, but ro leave him to the Judgment 

of God, | 
This way of managing a controverſie that was of ſuch 
1mpartance, ans that was maintained with ſo ſtiff an op- 
poſition, even to that extraordinary Authority rhat was 
I>dged in the Apoſtles, ought ro have been the meaſure 
upon which all the ſucceeding Ages of the Church oughr 
to have formed themſelves ; and when the Apoſtles thar 
had an Infallible Aſſiſtance, and fo might have ſpoken. 
a ſtrain of higher Authority than any that have come at- 
ter 


(8)) 
ter them, yet thought fit to. Treat of thoſe matters in \ 
ſach an humble and fotrning file ; theſe who cannot, 
pretend to fuch a direftion ovght not to take upon 
them ro diCtate, and to threaten and deſtroy thoſe who 
difter from them, 

The Chriſtians did during the firſt Ages declare high- 
ly againſt all Cruelties on the account ot a Difference of 
Perſuaſion in matters of Religion ; «nd though their In. 
rereſt naturally led them to this, yet we paſs a very hard 
Judgment on thoſe times,if we think that they were on- 
ly of that mind becauſe the Power was then in the 
hands of their Enemies. When the Empire turned 
Chriſtian, the very Heathen Worſhip was not only tole- 
rated for above a whole Age rogether, but the Heathens 
themſelves contiriued to be in the chief Imployments of 
the Empires and it is pleaſant to ſee how the Heathens 
that bad fo long perſecuted the Chriftians, and that had 
contrived the ſevereſt of all Perſecutions under Fulian, 
which very probably had been pur in execution if he 
had returned victorious from the Per/iav Expedition, 
ſaw the ſtate of things no ſooner altered than they began 
to imploy all their Eloquence in the behalf of Tolera- 
tion 3 as if Liberty of Comſcience had been an Eſſential 
Right of Mankind, from which they cug bt never t9 be cut 
fzand they carried this-ſo far as to prerend, That a dif- 
erence in Religion rends more to the Honour of God, 
than an Uniformity in it could do, and fo they fancied 
that a Variery, in it was acceptable to God, 

" The firſt Severity that Chriſtians practiſed one upon 
another was the baniſhing of Arizs,and a few of his Fol- 
lowers : It muſt be acknowledged that this ſeems to be 
the urmoſt extent of Civil Authority in thoſe matrers + 
For certainly a Government may put ſuch Perſons out 
of its ProteCtion that ars Enemies to its Peace, and fo 

baniſh 
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baniſh them upon great occaſions, giving them leave to 
{ell their Eſtates, and to carry away with them all that 
belongs to them ; yet this being all that any Humane 
Government can olarm, -it ought not to be applie4 too 
eaſily or raſhly, ill it is vitible that all other means are 
incitectual, and that the Pablick Safery can be no other 
way lecured ; Bur though this Severity againſt Arts 
had no j:rcat eftefts, yer the 4r:ars had no ſooner the 
power 4n their hands than they put in praCtice firſt 
all the contrivances of Craft and Fraud, together with 
many leſs crying vioiences ander Conſtance ; and they 
Cari.cd this atterwards (0a more opea Perſecution under 
Valens ; and atrer that, both in Spa/z and Africk, it ap- 
peared that a cruel Spirit was {© inherent in that Party, 
that if ſhewed it ſelf as ofien as rney had power ; but 
while/alens perſecuted in his Divition of th+ Empiregit is 
obſerved; that Valentinian his Brothe: rthonght it was 
enough to ſupport the Orthodox without perlecuting the 
other. Gratien carricd the matter {1:rther, and tolerated 
both almoit equally. And in the 22ppy turn under Theo- 
doſins, ar what pains was St. Gregory Nazianzen to 
reſtrain the Orthogox from retaliaring upon the Arians 
the ill rreacment that they had ſuffered from them ; and 
not only the Nowatians, but even the Arians continued 
to have their Churches in the Imperial Cities, 

The fhirlt inſtance of imploying the Secular Arm 
againſt Heret:cks that was ſet on by any of theOrthodox, 
wa: under the Reign of that bloudy Tyrant Maximus, 
and it was managed by two ſuch ſcandalous Bifhops,that 
their ill Lives is no ſmall Prejudice againſt every thing 
that is carried on by ſuch Inſtruments, This was con- 
demned by the beſt Biſhops of that Age, and the ill ef- 
fets' of that Severity are very copiouſly marked by the 
Hiſtorian, One is unwilling for the ſake of thoſe Ages 

: ro 
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to reflect on the rigour that appears, in ſome Laws that 
are inthe Code, yet the mild behavidur of Articars, Pro- 
clas. and ſome other Biſhops, is marked with the praiſes 
that were due to it; and it is probable, that thoſe Laws 
were rather made to terrifie, than tharc thzy ſhould be* 
executed, The Donatiſts, after a Conteſt of above 
120 years Continuance, that was managed at firſt 
more gently, grew ar laſt fo fierce and intolerable, that 
not being contented with their own Churches, they 
broke in upon the Churches of thoſe of the Unity, 
and committed many outrages on the Perſons of ſome 
of the Biſhops, putting out the eyes of ſome, and leaving 
others for dead, The Biſhops upon that conſulted 
whether they ought to demand, not only the Emperors 
ProteCtion, but the Application of the Laws made a- 
gainſt Hereticks to the Donatiſts. St. Auſtin and ſome 
Biſhops oppoſed this for ſome time, bur they yielded at 
laſt, and theſe Laws were fo ſeverely exccuted, that 
not only the Donatiſts themſelves complained heavily 
of them, but Sr, Auſtin in ſeveral Letters that he writ | 
to the Magiſtrates upon this occaſion made the ſame 
complaints ; He interceeded very earneſtly for the Do- 
natiſts, and faid, That it detratted much from the Glory 
of the Church, that had received ſo much honour fron 
the ſufferings of the Martyrs, to ſee others ſuffer "upon the 
account of the Church ; and he told them plainly, "That 
if they did not proceed more moderately the Biſhops 
world fuffer all that could come upon them from the 
Rape of the Donatiſts, rather than complain any more to 
thoſe who ated ſo rigorouſly. 

Yet though St. Auſtm condemned the Excefles of 


the Civil Magiſtrates in ſome particuls, he ſet himſelf 


to juſtify ſeverity in General, when ir was imployed 
upon the account of Religion ; and all the mederate 
pleadings 
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pleadings for Liberty thar are to be found either in Ter- 
tullian, | Cyprian, "and more copiouſly in Laanting, 
with relation to Heathens, aad the like reaſonings 'thar 
are to be found in Athanafius, Hillary and Lucifer with 


'relation to the Perſecutions of the Arians,were 1N a great. 


meaſure forgot ; St. Auſtin had a heat of imagination 
that was very copious which way ſoever he rurned it,and 
this was imployed chiefly in Allegorizing Scripture, fo 
as to bring together a vaſt number of proofs for every 
cauſe thar he undertook; without troubling himſelf to 
examine critically what the rrue meaning of thoſe Paſ- 
ſages might be : and he 1s ſo apt to run out 1n a:l his 
Reaſonings into exceflive Amplifications, andinto all the 
Figures of coptous and uncorrect Eloquence, that it 1s 
no wonder to find that Paſſage of our Saviour in the Pa» 
rable, Compel them to. enter in, with ſome other Places 
miſapphed on this occaſion, |, 

With thar Father the Learning of the Weſtern Church 
fell very low, fo that his works came to be more read in 
the ſucceeding Ages than the Writings of all the othet 
Fathcrsz and in thts, as in other things, Men that 
knew not how to reaſon themſelves, «contented them+ 
ſelves with that.lazy and cheap way of copying from 
him, and of depending on his Authority, : \ 

The Irccurfion of the Nertherz Nations that overthrew 
the Roman Empire, and thoſe Poliſhings of Learning 
and Civiliry thar fell with ir, brought on a night of Ig- 
norance that can fearce be apprehended, by thoſe- who 
have riot read the writings of the following Ages ; Sus 
perititica grew upon the ruins of Learning, and eat up 
all. The fierce Tempers of the Norrhern People being 


' mufled up in Ignorance,and wrought on by Superſtition, 


were ealily leavened with Cruelty, till at laſt Hereſy 
came to be reckoned the greateſt of all Crimes ; and as 
it 
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it condemned Men to everlaſting burnings, ſo it was 
thought that thoſe might be well anticipated by Tem- 
porary ones of their kindling, Zeal againſt Hereſy 
was extold as the higheſt act of Piety toward God;and , 
fince Hereſy is reckoned by St, Paul among the Works 
) of the fleſh, it ſeemed asjuſt to punifh it in the ſevereſt 
manner, as it was to puniſh any other Works of 
the fleſh ; and ſince all Hereticks were looked on as Per- 
ſons damned, all tenderneſs toward them, and piry 
for them, was as far extinguiſhed as was pothible, ' For a 
falſe Religion will not eaſily have the better ©: guod na- 
| ture ſo entirely asto root it quite out ; All the room that 
was left for good nature, was the favourable Definition 
| that was givenof Hereſy; by which Obftinacy was made 
its peculiar Character that diſtinguiſhed it trom Error, 
which lies in a more innocent miſtake in Divine mar- 
'ters- "And as many have explained this Obſtinacy, it 
amounts to a continuing in Error after one 18 Convinced 
of it, This notion of Hereſie, which has been received 
by many of the Greateſt of Men, even of the Church of 
k Rome it ſelf, ſeems to agree well with that of St. Paul's 
ranking Hereſje among the works of the Fleſh ; For if it 
is meerly a miſtake in the Judgment in which one con- 
tinues . becauſe he cannot overcome his Perſuaſion, nor 
ſce Reaſons ſtrong enough to oblige him to change his 
mind, ſuch an adhering to Error may be called any 
thing rather than a work of the Fleſh, But if a Man 
from a Principle of Intereſt, Pride, or Diſcontent, either 
throws himſelf into ill Opinions, or continues in them 
after his mind is better inlightned, ſo that he ſtifles and 
denies that inward Conviction; then the Reaſon is ve- - 
' ry plain why ſuch an ill Temper of Mind ſhould be 
reckon'd a work of the Fleſh, becauſe it plainly ariſes 
out of a depraved nature, "oy 
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I will ndt here enter into ſo troubleſom an Enquiry as it would + 


be to-examine how far an Erroneous Contcience acquits one be- 


/ fore God ; for thar muſt be left ro Him who will judge eve 


man according ro his works, and who beſt knows how far he will 
accept of a general Repenrance of unknown fins, and of a general 
A&R of Faith, even of Truths that are yer unknown ; but as for the 
Judgments of Men, certainly when the other parts of ones Life 
make it clear, not only to a Judgment of Charity, but even ro 
tharof Diſcretion, thar he 1s ſincere, and that he means well, it 1s 
hard to know when he 1s 0bſtin«te, and when his Errors become 
Hevtſirs, thar 15 to ſay, works ofs the Fleſh. 

So far have I been led upon the conſideration of rhe Spirit of 


"Perſecurion, that is not only warranted by Cuftom, and a long cons 


tinued Pradtice, but by Laws, Councils, &:c. T am carried next into 
a Scene of Thoughts thar are more particularly ſuited ro the Do- 
frines of the Reformed Churches; and here it muſt be acknowledged 
that Perſecution is a more juſtifiable thing according to the Prin- 
Clples of the Church of Rome, than it 15 according to our Tenets 5 
for the Church of Rome thar pretends to be Infallible, has a betrer 
Right rodemand a blind ſubmiſſion from all irs ſabje&s,and ro rreat 
thoſe roughly who refuſe to grantir, than a Church that pretznds 


to nothing buta Power of Order and Government ; and that confeſſes, * 


ſhe may be miſtaken. Our being ſubject to Erroy is unreaſonably urg« 
ed, when men would carry it fo far as ro make us doubr of all 
things; yet 1 ought atleaſt ro have this effe& on us as to keep us 
from being too ready to judge hardly of choſe who are of another 
mind, or to uſe them roughly for it 3 ſince it is poſſible that they 
may be in the right, and chat we may be miftaken; at leaſt they 
may have very __ Reaſons for their Opinions, which if they 
do not quite juſtifie their miſtakes, yer do very much excuſe and 
lefſen them. 

It is likewiſe viſible, that all ſevere Proceedings upon the diver- 
fity of Opinions how effeual ſoever they tnay be on baſe-minded 
men, who will always make Shipwrack of 4 good Conſcience when ir 
comes in competition with the Love of this preſent World, yer work 
quite contrariwiſe on; Men of awakened Underſtandings and gene- 
rous Souls ; inſtead of gaining on ſuch Perſons, theſe inſpire them 
with horror at a fort of men who go about to ruin companies of 


| people that never did them hurt. It is from this that thole violent 


treds ariſe among menotf different Perſuaſions, Every man 15 not 
capable to underſtand an Argument, or tobe much diſturbed ar it ; 
and though Divines that carry their Speculations farther mmto the 


. conſequences of Opinions,whether real or imaginary, grow hot and 
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hem little, & feel them leſs; but every man feels an injury,8& Na- 
e makes her inferences very quick upon ir,%& concludes thatTheſe 
we us ill bate 5,8 there muſt be a grear degree of Regeneration 
Þ keep men from hating thoſe that hate them, Uponthus ariſes all 
the animoſity that is among the ſeveral Parties; for every one rec- 
koning himſelf a Member of that Body to which be aſſociates him- 
ſelf, thinks that he is obliged ro reſent all the injuries that aredone 
to his Fellow-members as much as if rhey were done to himſelf in 
particular ; and by the ſame Natural Logick he cafts the guilt of 
the wrongs done his own Paety,nor onion thoſe individuals of the 
other Party from whom they did more immediately ariſe, bur up- 
on the whole Body of them ;and fo here is a War kindled in Mens 
Breaſts; and when that 1s once formed within, it will find ſome un- 
happy occaſion or other to give it ſelf a vent. Thoſe whoare il! u- 
are in a State like that of a Maſs of Humors in the Body, which 
abour leſs perceived till ſome unlucky accident has weakened 
y part of it, and then they will all diſcharge themſelves on the 


= partthat ſuffers. Men that are uneafie naturally love changes ; for 


theſe are like the ſhifting of poſtures, that give ſome preſent caſe, 
they flatter the Patient with the hope of more to follow. 


2 Perſecution is not only hurtful to thoſe that ſuffer many hard 


"things by it,but is likewiſe miſchievous go them by th&Avertion thar 
it inſpires in chem to thoſe at whoſe hands they ſuffer, by the ill ha- 


' bitot Mind into which it throws them, and by thoſe violent Pro. 


jets and Convulſionewhich do very naturally come into the Heads 
of thoſe, who as they feel much, ſo rhey fear yer more. 

Thoſe that do Perſecute, though they ſeem to triumph a while 
witch the (polls of their Enemies 3 yet will ſoon feel howhis finks 
their credit extreamly among thoſe thar were more indifferent 
Spe&ators,while the debate was managed with the Pen or Tongue; 
but they will certainly rakepart ar leaſt in their Compaſlions with 
the Miſerable, and will be diſpoſed to think it nor only of thoſe 
men that are heavy upon their harr-Ic{s Neighbours, but eventhe 
cauſe ir elf, rhat is ſupported by ſuch merhods. 

The Moulritude even of the Ioweft Order of Men has a Remnant 
of good Nature left, which ſhews it ſelt in the ſad;looks thatall put 
on at the Execution even of Malefators : Bur if a falſe Religion 
has nor quite extinguiſhed Humanity in its Yoraries,this will make 
A more (ſenſible Imprefſion, when men that have done nothing a- 
miſs, ard are only in fault becauſe they cannor help thinking as 
they do, are made Sacrifices to the rage of others, that perhaps 


have little more to ſay for themſelyes but that they are 1n prom 
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of the Law; which inthe next Revolution of Aﬀairs that nay fajl 
our will be an Argumesrt ſo muchthe ftronget for uſing themiclyzs 
in the ſame manner, becauſe ir 15a juſt retaliation on for 
which they made others ro (offer. 

In ſhorc, Perſecution does extreamly vitiate.the Morals of 
Party that manages it ; the worſt men, fo they are furious and vi 
lent,are nor only connived'ar, but are even courted, and men 
wiſe of ſeverer Morals will infenfibly Nacken, by reaſon of their 
engagements with vicious men, whom they 'will find themſelves 
forced tocheriſhand imploy z and if thoſe who haye Perſecuted o- 
thers tall under a rever(e /;/ Fortune, and come to ſuffer therh{glves 
2 lictle of that which they made others feel, as their 1! behaviour, 
will deprive them in a great meaſure of thsſe Eompagſions that 
would otherwiſe work towerds them, fo it will raiſe within them 
mauay ugeake reflc&ions upon their own Aftings, which will prgye* 
but Melancholy Companions to them in their Afflitionsz and Ib 
will force them to concludcy ghat becauſe thty ſhewed no ne 
therefore they now meet with the- requital. of. Judgmenv;ghe 
mercy ;z which hoy unjuſt ſoever it-may bean thoſe by whaps 
luffer, yer racy will find 17 meer to look up to God, and recom: 
thac juſ and righteous are all his ways. L. 

And thg returning the Fevericies we have ſuffcred at the } 
of any, 15 a Practice ſo corgrary to the Chriſtian Religion, and" 
the Principles of che ProtManr Beligion, that T 6@nor ſhelexe fey” 
It, that I had” rather ſee the Church of England fall under a' very 
ſevere Perſecution, than fa'l to Perſcoure ochers, when; it ſhould 
Come <o 1:5 turn to be able ro do jt. The former wikafly ſerve to 
- unire us among our ſelycs, and ro purge us from our Droſs, and 
in particular, trom any of the Leaven of the Dorine of Perſecu- 
tion that we have not yet quite thrown out ; but the other would 
very much flain the” pureſt and beſt confticcred Church 1n the 
World ; and it would be too near art-approach to that cruelty 
which we c2nnor eaough deteſt ; bur how much ſoever we may 
hate their corruption, we maſt. {till remember that they are Men 
and Chriſtians, though vzrhaps «t a courſe. grain, and that we 
our ſelyes arc Reformed Chriſtians, who in Imitation of our Bleſ- 
fed Maſter muſt not render ev4l for wil, but overcome evid with good, 


G. B. 
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